October 8, 1997

Marcy Cunkleman
RR 1, Box 541
Saltsburg, PA 15681

Dear Marcy,

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Brewer’s Blackbird you saw at Saltsburg,
Indiana County on 16 November 1995 to P.O.R.C. After careful review, we regret that we are
unable to accept this record. This record circulated through the committee for two rounds and
caused some interesting discussion among the members. Unfortunately, on both rounds a majority
vote was not reached for acceptance. Some members were concerned that the structure of the bill
was not described adequately enough to rule out similar species. Bill structure is an important field
characteristic in separating Brewer’s Blackbird from other blackbirds and grackles. Becasue of
this, the committee decided to err on the side of caution rather than accept this report.

This of course, does not mean that the bird was not a Brewer’s Blackbird, merely, that the
record is not beyond reasonable doubt for acceptance

We hope that this does not discourage you from submitting documentation on any rare

birds you find in the future. Please be encouraged to send as much detail as possible when
submitting a report.

Sincerely,
Nick Pulcinefla

Chairman

Record # 861-04-1995
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Record No.: 861-04-1995

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round #£of &2_

Species: Brewer's Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus)

Date of Sighting: 16 November 1995 to 16 November 1995
Location: SALTSBURG

County: INDIANA

Observer(s): Marcy Cunkleman

Date of Submission: 1995

Submitted by: Marcy Cunkleman

Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO Recording: NONE
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Record No.:861-04-1995

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of

Species: Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus)

Date of Sighting: 16 November 1995 to 16 November 1995

Location: SALTSBURG
County: INDIANA
Observer(s): Marcy Cunkleman

Date of Submission: 1995

Submitted by: Marcy Cunkleman

Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO
Recording: NONE
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